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Legal professionals need a guide that 
serves them, their clients, and their 
communities. 

As library and courthouse budgets 
tighten and costs for students, sole 
practitioners, and small firms increase, 
Canadians require a high-quality, no-
cost citation guide. 

The technology and project 
management styles that proliferated 
during the pandemic allowed us to 
work together to meet this need. 
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*Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Quebec, Ontario, Saskatchewan, Alberta, and British Columbia. 









IF NEITHER A NEUTRAL CITATION NOR A CANLII 
CITATION ARE AVAILABLE 

 
General: 
 
Case name, | main citation, | parallel citation | (jurisdiction and level of court). 
 
Example: 

 
• Westholme Lumber Co. v St. James Ltd. (1915), 21 DLR 549, 8 WWR 122 

(BCCA).). 
 



IF NEITHER A NEUTRAL CITATION NOR A CANLII 
CITATION ARE AVAILABLE 

 
With a pinpoint reference from an online database: 
 
Case name, | main citation, | parallel citation | pinpoint (database used) | 
(jurisdiction and level of court). 
 
Example: 
 

•   English v English (1979), 25 NBR (2d) 345, 51 APR 345 at para 3 (Lexis) (NBQB). 
 



IF NEITHER A NEUTRAL CITATION NOR A CANLII 
CITATION ARE AVAILABLE 

 
With a pinpoint reference from a physical reporter:  
 
 
Case name, | main citation | pinpoint, | parallel citation | (jurisdiction and 
level of court). 
 
Example: 
 

•  Westholme Lumber Co. v St. James Ltd. (1915), 21 DLR 549 at p 550, 8 WWR 
122 (BCCA) [Westholme]. 

 



MCGILL V COAL – HOW DO THEY LOOK DIFFERENT 
WHEN CITING THE PRINT?  

 
McGill: 
 
Westholme Lumber Co v St James Ltd (1915), 21 DLR 549 at 550, 8 WWR 122 
(BCCA) [Westholme]. 
 
COAL: 
 
Westholme Lumber Co. v St. James Ltd. (1915), 21 DLR 549 at p 550, 8 WWR 122 
(BCCA) [Westholme]. 
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COAL-RJAL was written in the context of the modern legal profession, with all the 
modern legal technology that entails. 

Not only does it consider technological problems like citing AI-generated content, 
but it also re-considers the uses and usefulness of each element in a computer-
literate world. 

The guide aims to be format-neutral and is focused on the sources themselves 
rather than their formats (e.g., online vs. print). 



If a source can only be accessed online 
(e.g., a website, a podcast, etc.), this is not 
explicitly noted in the citation, as the URL 
acts as a sufficient indication. 

Angle brackets are not necessary to 
denote a URL, as modern users are able to 
distinguish a URL from the surrounding text. 

The Internet Archive’s Wayback Machine is 
recommended and linked for users who 
need to create archived URLs, as this is a 
free service that expands an important 
publicly accessible archive with each use. 
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McGill COAL 

at at p(p) 

at para(s) at para(s) 

art(s) at art(s) 

at ch(s) at ch(s) 

s(s) at s(s) 
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The system is designed to 
be easy to learn, 

eliminating unnecessary 
complications (e.g., ibid 

and supra) and time-
consuming tasks (e.g., 

finding abbreviations in an 
appendix). 

To this end, we strive to 
keep the citations as 

concise as possible. Each 
element must be necessary 

to allow the reader to 
locate the cited item and 

understand its context. 
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Add a shortened version of the case name in square brackets at the end that you can use to refer to 
the case throughout the remainder of the document.  
This is not necessary if you only refer to the case once. 
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